'Button' bucks gone wrong
By A BY LOWELL
JUNEAU EMPIRE

A foursome of young bucks
ell upon some good luck Sunday
as they were pulled from the icy
waters of Stephens Passage by a
group of locals out to enjoy the
last few days of recent sunshine.
These good Samaritans describe
their experience as "one of those
defining moments In life."
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The winds blew hard down
Taku Inlet that day; said Tom Sa

tre, captain ofhts 62-foot charter
vessel the Alaska Quest. The fury
of the gust had whipped the
water into white-capped waves,
which Satre guessed were lOp
ping out around three feet.
Satre was born and raised in
Juneau. At 60, he's spent a lot of
time on the water and seen more
than a few four-legged creatures
making their way to and from the
Islands in the region.
His sister, Sharon Kelly, who
describes herself as a birding
enthusiast, scanned the horizon
with binoculars as they motored
toward Taku H rbor.
This State Marine Park is lo
cated 25 miles south of J neau
and boasts a public dock, a pub
lic use cabin and few other de
crepit buildings. It's a fine place
to get out of the weather and
soak up the sun. For the four
family members - Satre, his
daughter Anna Satre, brother
Tim Satre and Kelly - this was
to serve as a locale for a Sunday
hmcheon.
But as they neared Point Ar
den, Kelly spotted something in
the water. She raised her b.inocu
lars. Expecting to see the bob
bing body of a sea lion or the

COURTESY OF SHARON KELLY

Above left: Four Sitka black-tailed bucks pUlled from the waters of Stephens Passage Sunday
recover on the back of Tom Satre's 62-foot charter vessel, the Alaska Quest. All deer were
transported to Taku Harbor and witnesses reported they all re,covered from what appeared to
be exhaustion and a bit of hypothermia.
Above right: Four deer swim toward the Satre's boat Sunday. Once they reached the vessel,
Satre said they began to circle the boat and looked obviously distressed.
heads of eiders, instead she saw
ears - deer ears.
Kelly ran to get her brother.
Satre slowed the boat, and the
group began to watch the group
of four Juvenile Sitka black-tailed
deer.
"They swam right toward the
boat," he said. ~Then, they start
ed to circle the boat They were
looking up and looked llke they
needed help:'
This was the first time he'd
ever seen deer in this much
distress, Satre said. They were
foaming at the mouth, and not
able to make it onto the swim
step, they instead swam under it.
The group knew something had
to be done,
Satre guessed the bucks

were of last year since their ant
lers were very small, for some
'ust nubbins, and hardly large
enoug..~ for him to grab on to. So
he fa&bioned a lasso and, one by
one, hauled them by the neck
onto the back of the boat
According to Kelly, the typi
cally skittish an absolutely wild
animals c me willingly and once
on the boat, collapsed with ex
haustion. They were shivering,
she said. A few could not hold up
their heads. be didn't know 1£
two would make it.
"They couldn't stand up on
their own/' Kelly said. "(And)
thev couldn't shake the water
off fueir coats. We didn't want to
touch them, ut it was clear they
were happy to be there. They

probably would have crawled on
board if they could have:'
Kelly is dght. Riley Woodford,
an information officer with the
Alaska Department of Fish &
Game, said it's all a matter of
survival. And wild animals fight
ive.
every day to'
"It's the lesser of two evils:'
he said. "If they're desperate,
they don't care. This has hap
pened before with animal be
ing chased by predators. (For
instance,) last ummer a sea lion
jumped' someone' boat after
being chased by killer whales."
Per aps these deer were
chased into the salty waters by a

Please see RESCUE, Page C2
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Townsend's
solitaires
are most
commonly
seen in
our area
in fall, as
they migrate
south to
montane
forests
in the
southern
Rockies.
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STAFF REPORTS

Safety traininlJ
offered for
Juneau fisherman

COURTESY
OF 808
ARMSTRONG

Aut mn bits and pieces
'm inclined to think of fall as
Mdud" season here. The birds
are no longer nesting and few
are singing; the forest is silent.
Although we have our gorgeous,
goLden cottonwoods and some
times some bright yeUow willows,
we don't have the dramatic and
spectacular show of fall foliage
that the Midwest and New Eng
land enjoy. The days are getting
shorter and shorter. And then
there is usuallv the rain ...
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MARY WILLSON
On the Trails

JUNEAU - The Alaska Ma
rine Safety Education Associa
tion will offer a free IO-hour
fishing vessel safety and drill
conductor curse from 8 a.m.
to 7 p.rn. on Saturday, Oct. 16,
at the Bill Ray Center, 1108
F St.
This course meets the
training requirements for
commercial fishing vessels.
It is available to commercial
fishermen and is funded by
the National Ins 'tute of Oc
cupational Safety and Health
and the U.S. Coast Guard.
Participants will practice
using emergency equipment
in the water and on a ves
sel. Thls includes PFDs, life
rafts, immersion suits, IRBs,
fire extinguishers and emer
gency procedures llke man
overboard, abandon ship, fire
fighting and flooding control.
For details contact AMSEA
in Sitka at 907-747-3287 or go
online to www.amsea.org.

Raffle time for
the Rantor Cent r

kan & Proud Market in the

Foodland Shopping Center.
Ticke will also be available
al this year's Public Market at
Centennial Hall beginning on
Friday, Nov. 26.
For more information, or to
help sell tickets, call 586-8393.

Hunting closure: Bull
lDoose in Gustavus
portion of Uni 1(C)
JUNEAU - Biologists with
the AlaskaDepartme t of FI h
& Game in Douglas have an

nounced an early closure to
the moo e hunting season to
maintain an adequate bull-to
cow ratio during the breeding
period.
The closure is currently in
effect and has been since Sun
day, Oct. 3 at Ll:59 p.rn.
According to the release
from the organization, the
closure applies to an area in
Game Management Unit ICC)
west of Excursion Inlet and
north of IcyPassage. It is com
monly referred to as the Gus
tavus hunt area. This area is
managed under the RM049
registration permit.
A guideline harvest objec
tive of 15 bull moose was es-
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want people to misinterpret
what wolves are really about. 1
saw him teaching people that
wolves are really gentle, but he
is still a wolf and a carnivore!'
From the pages of the book,
Hyde said he wants readers to
step away with a distinc under
standing that a wolf like Romeo
Is absolutely unique. He also
wants people to understand this
Isn't just a book "about Romeo,

~w-bush

bogs, ridges
ably on their way south. This
long-tailed thrush is a rather
rare bird around here; it is more
common in the open forests of
the Interior. It typically nests
on the ground on open slopes,
cutbanks, and even cliffs, often
tucking the nest under an over
hanging rock, log, or tuft ofvege
tation. Summer foods include all
kinds of insects and other inver
tebrates. But in winter, in mOD
tane woodlands down south, it
commonly feeds on juniper ber
ries. This food resource is so Im
portant that each bird defends a
territory around clumps of juni
per trees, to help ensme its win
ter food supply. Other fruits may
be eaten, especially If Juniper
berries are scarce.
Even though it signals the
onset of dark days, snow shov
els and slippery streets, I rather
enjoy watching the termination
dust gradually increase on the
peaks. At first it's just a beautiful
powdered-sugar dusting on the
highest crags. It may disappear
for a spell, but the inevitable ac
cumulation Is imminent.
• Mary F. Willson is a retired profes
sor of ecology.

iall
Iand save for the future.
limited time, so act now!

Juneau Office:
301 N. Franklin St.
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COURTESY OF SHARON KELLY

One of the four Sitka black-tailed bucks pulled from the waters of Stephens Passage Sunday
is seen being transported via wheelbarrow by Tom Satre after reaching Taku Harbor. Witnesses
reported all the deer recovered fully from what appeared to be exhaustion and a bit of
hypothermia.

Rese e: Deer recovered after warming
Continued from Page C1
wolf, which Woodford said could
be one explanation. Perhaps, he
said, they were driven out by ado
lescent disper ,which happens
naturally as populations begin
to expand. Or maybe these were
migrant deer looking for an area
with more food. EIther way, these
juvenile bucks, who otherwise
faced dire consequences, were on
their way to Taku Harbor.
The boat turned Into the pro
tected port and the SUD began to
warm the dee . One had stood up,
Kelly said, and looked revived.
The others were still laying down,
but awake.
Once the group reached the
dock, the first to be pulled from
the water hopped onto the dock,
looked back, then leapt Into the
waters of the harbor and swam
to shore. He quickly disappeared
into the forest. Two others fol
lowed Suil, after a bit of prodding
and assistance from the group.
"The last one was in real trou
ble;' Satre said. "I think he was the
biggest of the four. He couldn't
get the water off him. I massaged
him, he wa shaking and was very
hypothermic, I think:'
Deer, like anything, can get
cold. But Woodford said their
bodies are designed to handle
hypothermic situations.
"They're able to ramp up body
beat;' he aid. "Like in the Winter,
they'll just ramp up their metabo
lism. A deer could, however, just
become completely emau5ted.n
Between the waves and the
mile or so they were from shore,
it's likely exhaustion was the
cause.
But the day was wearing on,
and the group had obligations.
So they loaded the last deer into
a dockside wheelbarrow in an
attempt to get him to wooded
safety.
"But the wheel barrow had a
Oat;' Kelly said. "So we couldn't
go far!'
The waiting game began again.

COURTESY OF SHARON KELLY

From left: Tom, Anna and nm Satre help one of the "button"
bucks to its feet after they rescued' from Stephens Passage.
Four bucks in all were rescued.
Tom Satre stood next to the deer
as it revived, warmed and slowly
became more alert. Time and
time again the deer would try to
stand, but its legs would fail The
group would lift up the animal; it
would move a few steps and col
lapse again. WIth this combina
tion of efforts, the last deer was
finally on the trail and standing,
on wobbly legs, on its own.
It was then the group said
goodbye, took a few last pictures
and rurned for their home in the
city. They didn't see the deer re
rum to the forest, but Satre said
the outlook was good and they
felt comfortable with the effort
ley'd put forth.
"It was quite an experience;'
he said. "I think it made an emo
tional mark on each of us. I'm
a hunter and have taken a lot
of flack, but (taking them) JUSt
didn't seem very sportsman like!'
'Tm still In disbelief that it
happened:' Kelly said...... but I
now put (the experience) in the
'defining moments of life' cat
egory!'
Their rescue was rare, but

one that regional residents and
officials say is not completely
unheard of In Southeast. News
stories echo the tale of an Alaska
tate Trooper who transported
a buck to safety near Ketchikan
after It approached and tried, un
successfully, to c1Irnb into his 18
fOOL patrol vessel.
Perhaps these deer will learn
from their experiences. Perhaps
not, but Woodford said the ordeal
definitely beats drowning.
"Deer seem to bounce back
pretty quick, as long as they're
not injured in the process" he
said, using the times biologists
dart animals for tagging as an
example.
"They live lives where they
could die at any tlme. Obviously,
they learn things from expenenc
es, but (these deer) might have
learned a lesson:'
• Contact Outdoors editor Abby Lowell
at abby.lowell@juneauemplre.com.

